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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 October 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) 1-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |El Claim(s) 1-24 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 13 October 2003 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)Q All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P er No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) [X] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) Q Notice of lnforma l Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 2-26-04 . 6) □ Other: _ . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 03162004 



Application/Control Number: 10/684,235 
Art Unit: 3713 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102/103 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere 
Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for 
establishing a background for determining obviousness under 3 5 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and 
the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent 
art . 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the 
application indicating obviousness or nonobviousness . 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Bennett, WO 00/32286, or in the alternative found 

to be unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) in view of Bennett, WO 

00/32286, depended upon the particularities of the exhibition 
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displayed by the display means, reasonable minds can disagree as 
to whether one exhibition is anticipated or found obvious over a 
different exhibition . 

Bennett discloses a gaming machine displaying a exhibition 
which provides a player information delivery system. Bennett 
discloses a variety of embodiments that read on the claimed 
limitations associated with the instant claimed inventions. For 
instance, the animated character of Bennett is preferably used 
to indicate to the player any game and feature prizes won as a 
result of playing the respective game in addition to the bonus 
prizes, thus the outcomes. The character, e.g. Mr. Cashman in 
the preferred embodiment disclosed in Bennett, will occasionally 
randomly appear, entering the game screen, and awarding a 
variable random bonus prize. The prize may be displayed in a 
number of ways such as by the character kicking the win meter, 
throwing coins at the win meter, pulling the prize out of his 
hat, picking up a digit and carrying it over to add in front of 
the win meter or similar acts of exhibition that a game designer 
and programmer could reasonably develop with the level of 
ordinary skill of the artisan in this art. In one embodiment, 
an animated spinning reel bonus game is provided in which the 
character causes one or more of a plurality of simulated reels 
to randomly spin. If more than one reel is spun, said reels 
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will preferably be spun in random order. In different 
embodiments, the animation of the reel spinning may include the 
character kicking the reels, tapping them with his walking 
stick, pushing them, leaning on them, throwing an object at 
them, etc. meaning acts of exhibition that a game designer and 
programmer could reasonably develop with the level of ordinary 
skill of the artisan in this art. In another embodiment, a 
feature is provided in which the character offers a selection 
between two or more options with different offers of hidden 
prizes or bonus games being associated with each option such 
that when the player chooses one of the options the hidden offer 
associated with the selected option is revealed and awarded to 
the player. In one particularly preferred embodiment, a feature 
referred to as "The Money or the Box" is provided in which the 
character/exhibition will be holding a bag of coins and a wad of 
dollar bills. This feature will be displayed as a second-screen 
feature after the end of the main game. The player will be 
asked to choose one or the other of the bag of coins or the wad 
of notes. If the bag is chosen, it will reveal that the player 
has been awarded a number of free games of the type offered as 
standard games on the console, and a multiplier will be applied 
to all prizes won during those free games. If the wad of bills 
is chosen, a variable prize will be determined from a range of 
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possible prizes and will be revealed from the bills. In a 
further embodiment of the invention, the character/exhibition 
enters a game and randomly awards a game feature specific to the 
game being played. For example, the standard game may include a 
feature where the occurrence of three scatter symbols in a 
combination resulting from a bought game acts as a trigger event 
which causes the awarding of a plurality of free games (say 15) 
with all wins multiplied by a predetermined amount (e.g. 
tripled) . In the preferred embodiment the character will enter 
the game and award the feature to the player without the need 
for the trigger event (such as the combination of three scatter 
symbols) that is normally the pre-requisite for the commencement 
of the feature. In another embodiment the character will 
sometimes enter the game screen of an animated spinning reel 
game and while the reels are spinning as part of a bought game 
he will indicate on of the spinning reels to be treated as a 
bonus reel in this game. When the reels stop spinning, the 
indicated reel will be treated as having stopped on a wild 
symbol which substitutes for all symbols on that reel. In one 
embodiment of the invention the reel will be indicated by the 
character climbing into the foreground that reel. The visual 
effect will be that the reel is spinning behind the fixed image 
of the character. When the reels stop the character image in 



Application/Control Number: 10/684,235 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3713 

the foreground of the one of the reels will be treated as a wild 
symbol which substitutes for all symbols on that reel. In a 
further embodiment, the character enters the wagered game after 
the reels have stopped spinning for that game and any prizes 
awarded and the character then commence all of the reels 
spinning again as a bonus game and while the reels are spinning 
will indicate the reel to be treated as a bonus reel. Another 
aspect of the disclosed invention provides the gaming machine's 
display means displaying an animated character that is 
periodically displayed to communicate information to the player, 
the character being arranged to appear superimposed over any 
game screen currently displayed at the time the character is 
displayed, and triggering of the appearance of the character 
being independent of the outcome of the current game. Another 
aspect of the disclosed invention is the gaming machine's 
display means being capable of displaying an animated character 
that is periodically displayed to communicate information to the 
player, the character being arranged to appear superimposed over 
any game screen currently displayed at the time the character is 
displayed, and triggering of the appearance of the character 
being associated with a function or feature selected from a 
plurality of functions or features associated with the gaming 
machine. The gaming machine's processor means provides for the 
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exhibition to randomly be brought into the game, after the reels 
have stopped spinning and any prizes awarded for that game, and 
the exhibition will then commence a bonus round. As noted in 
the disclosure the character/exhibition can be used to 
communicate information to the player and said 
character/exhibition can take a variety of forms for said 
communication including, but not limited to: an balloon window; 
an inanimate object, e.g. a coin, an animate character in the 
form of a person or animal. It is disclosed that the exhibition 
feature that is triggered will not commence until after the 
completion of the entire game that triggered said exhibition, 
but before the player can make another wager for the next game. 
The types of exhibition provided to the player that is claimed 
in the instant claims are either anticipated by the reference or 
found obvious by the reference depending on one skilled in the 
art's interpretation of the reference when read as a whole and 
in view of the skill level of one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 3 5 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Gura et al . , USPN 6,270,411, or in the 
alternative found to be unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) in 
view of Gura et al . , USPN 6,270,411, depended upon the 
particularities of the exhibition displayed by the display 
means, reasonable minds can disagree as to whether one 
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exhibition is anticipated or found obvious over a different 
exhibition. 

In Gura et al . that exhibition is defined as the animation 
feature. A presentation element is capable of presenting a 
basic game screen and a start animation outcome that activates 
an animation feature, e.g. a presentation element having certain 
symbols present on the screen which will activate a bowling ball 
rolling down an alley way, see Figures 9-11. The animation 
feature represents an animation being played and results in an 
animation outcome, e.g. a bowling game where the bowling ball 
rolls down the alley way and strike the set of pins yield a 
score which represents a bonus payoff. Col. 8:59 through col. 
12:38 discloses an embodiment in Gura et al . that reads on the 
claimed limitation of a gaming machine presenting an exhibition 
wherein the exhibition is in front of at least two adjacent 
reels. The differences between some of the claimed inventions 
and the disclosure is the type of animation being presented. 
The claimed invention sometimes require the exhibition to 
jigger. Gura et al . shows in the figures the symbols 
representing bowling pins as vibrating because of the way that 
they are presented in the figures; however, the references 
written description lacks in clearly disclosing such a feature. 
However, one of ordinary skill in the art is familiar with 
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graphic processing programming and techniques and it would be 
quite simple to program the animation sequences in Gura et al . 
to have a j iggering effect in order to add another level of 
entertainment value to the animation sequences already found in 
Gura et al . 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
O'Neill whose telephone number is 703-308-3484. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 am to 5 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Teresa Walberg, can be 
reached on 703-308-1327. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned i 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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